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soon, upon Elisha; but he was equal to it, and you have
heard to-day of the splendid service he has rendered to
Zoology. The Expedition of the Challenger was a long
chapter in the romance of science. To find a parallel in the
past we should go back to the voyage of ^sculapius in the
company of Jason.

And if Murray's work has been romantic, may we not
say the same of the discoveries of Ramsay ? It is the
business of science to suggest a common type-name under
which individuals may be grouped. I find a title equally
applicable to Murray and to Ramsay in the name given to
Jason's crew: both alike are Argonauts. If it has not
been Ramsay's lot to sail distant seas, he has at least
travelled as far as the Embassy of the United States,
where with Lord Rayleigh he was invested with a Smith-
sonian Golden Fleece for his share in isolating argon. In
one of Poe's tales, which were the delight of my boyhood,
a story is told of how a compromising document was
successfully concealed by the expedient of putting it in
the most conspicuous possible place. That has been
Nature's method with regard to argon. We have breathed
it every moment of our lives, as M. Jourdain talked prose,
without suspecting the fact. Rayleigh and Ramsay have
discerned that to which other chemists were blind. The
Argus eye is one thing, but the argon eye is quite
another.

Of the remaining medallist there is little to be said, save
that he is profoundly conscious of the honour done him to
the gift of a Royal Medal. One ought perhaps to say
' medals ', for it is pleasant to discover that whatever the
economic doctrine of the Royal Society may be, in practice
it is Bimetallist. It has been suggested that one of the
medals is designed as a reserve, which will allow the other
to go into circulation. But I prefer to read in the double
gift a hint to your after-dinner speakers, that while speech